
OXFORD COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  Annual General Meeting
You are invited to bring a guest and join us at our 2021 Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 
Wednesday, June 8, 2022 from 7 to 9 p.m. You can choose to attend virtually or in person 
at the Innerkip Community Centre located at 695566 17th Line, Innerkip. 

As a non-profit organization, our AGM is a legal requirement. More than that, it’s an 
opportunity for our community to come together to mark and reflect on a year that has been 
challenging on so many fronts; one that has seen our community step up and respond and 
grow together.

To register, please email info@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org. Please include names of attendees and whether you plan to attend 
in person or virtually.  For those who prefer to attend virtually, a meeting link will be provided a week prior to the event.
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We are living in historic times. The world has 
fundamentally changed, our community has 
changed. We continue to learn from these 
challenging times and we are helping our 
community recover and grow. In Oxford County, 
we are stronger because people come together 
to provide opportunities for those less fortunate 
and we work together to help end challenging 
problems. At Oxford Community Foundation 

(OCF), we help make Oxford better by helping people like you set 
up legacy funds that provide grants to grassroots organizations 
making valuable contributions to our community.

Last year, because of generous donors and partnerships, more 
than $210,000 was disbursed to 40 organizations supporting the 
needs and opportunities for residents of Oxford County.  Together 
we are making a difference in virtually every aspect of community 
life.  Here are just a few examples: 

•  Arts & Culture – sewing machines and materials for programs 
for young adults, virtual drama programs 

•  Community Services – community gardens, volunteer 
program development and support

• Education – reading, life skills and financial literacy programs 

•  Environment – protecting nature reserves, constructing nature 
trail boardwalks and bridges 

•  Health and Recreation – sporting equipment and registration 
for less fortunate families

• Heritage – cleaning and restoring cenotaph stones

OCFootprints

We look forward to sharing these stories and more at our 
upcoming Annual General Meeting. We hope you’ll join us either 
in person or virtually on Wednesday, June 8th. Together, we’ll 
celebrate the creation of new funds established by caring and 
generous donors and hear the stories about the impacts being 
made possible by the grants distributed.

A date has also been set for the Oxford County Warden’s 
Charity Golf Tournament. Join us on Friday, September 23rd at 
Oxford Hills Golf Course. We thank the County, the Warden and 
our sponsors for your vital support from this fun-filled event.

Information about both events can be found in this newsletter and 
on our website.

As we do in each newsletter, we shine a spotlight on one of our 
funds. This time we highlight one of our first funds, the Joland 
Family Fund. The fund, grown over time, has made a tremendous 
impact in our community. We were proud to offer the family flexible 
options to create their fund focused on their areas of interest. We 
can do the same for you. Let us help you find the option that fulfills 
your charitable goals and meets your financial needs. Whether you 
choose to support the community with a donation today or leave 
a future gift in your will or through a life insurance policy, your gift 
will leave a legacy and be a source of financial support for Oxford 
County - forever.

We remain grateful to all of you and look forward to seeing you at 
our AGM and golf tournament. Stay safe and be kind.

LOUISE WARDROP Executive Director 
lwardrop@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org | 226-667-6404

By making Oxford a better place,  
we’re making the world a better place.



Fundholder 

spotlight
The Joland Family Fund was established  

by anonymous donors. Joland isn’t a family name.  
The fund’s name was created by piecing together  

letters of family member’s names. 
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The “Joland” family left England with very little and ultimately settled in Oxford 
County. Members of the family farmed and taught school. Being a good 
neighbour was one of their core values. All around them, they had friendly 
sources of help when help was needed. They had friends they could count on 
and people who cared, and they were honoured and proud to reciprocate. They 
cherished their farming community.

One of the children, raised in the 1940’s and 1950’s, shared what life was like 
growing up on their farm. There was lots of work, loading hay, feeding animals, 
gathering and cleaning eggs and many other summer jobs. Any extra money 
was put back into the farm. That meant they had to be creative and inventive. 
Items were purchased second hand and often came with unique challenges. For 
example, their first bike’s only reliable braking system was a foot dragging along 
the gravel road. Old boards, fence posts, cupboard doors and other odd bits 
strewn around the farm were gathered to construct things like a playhouse. The 
end result was far from perfect, but in the children’s eyes, it was a magnificent 
architectural marvel. Without much economic support, continuing their education 
was difficult. Realizing this challenge, especially for women who had fewer 
opportunities, a student award was set up as part of the Joland Family Fund. 
Each year a bursary is awarded to a female student coming from a working farm. 

They also wanted to honour their heritage and provide grants from the fund to 
support the archives of their local school board as well as the maintenance 
and general upkeep of the cemetery where their family is buried. The family 
also designated a sizable portion of grants disbursed each year be left to the 
discretion of the Oxford Community Foundation Grants Committee to meet the 
community’s ever evolving and changing needs.

The Joland Family Fund began as an emerging fund in 2006. Regular 
contributions were made over the next several years and once the fund 
achieved the $25,000 minimum required for a donor designated fund, granting 
commenced. Examples of some of the grants made over the years include 
support for Cowan Park walking track, computer software for Ingersoll Creative 
Arts Centre, Junior Achievement Economics for Success program, bookcases 
for Ontario Genealogical Society and Helping Hands Food Bank’s weekend 
backpack food program. The family is proud to see how their fund, grown over 
time, will continue to make an impact in the community they love – forever.
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OCF Volunteer Board of Directors: Bill Mackesy (Chair), Keith Stevens (Vice-chair), Neil Dolson (Treasurer), Rosemary George, Brian Hadley,  
Don Hilborn, Heather Lindsay, John MacDonald, Kim Parker, Steve Robb, Karen Sample, Kelly Gilson (ex-officio United Way)

SAVE THE DATE
Warden Larry Martin invites you 

to attend the

2022 Oxford 
County Warden’s 

Charity Golf 
Tournament

In support of: 

 
 

info@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org

Friday, September 23, 2022 
Oxford Hills Golf Course 

324183 Mt Elgin Road 
Mount Elgin


