OCF Impact

2021 A N N UA L R EP O R T

Helping people and
organizations leave a
personalized, lasting
legacy in Oxford, to
make it a better place.

Leadership Message

2021 Oxford Community
Foundation Volunteer
Board of Directors:

We have missed you! It is wonderful to have an in-person annual meeting
once again, after two years of virtual and long distance communications.
We are proud to announce another successful year for Oxford Community
Foundation (OCF.) Despite the continuing challenges in our world, we
have persevered. Together, we continue to grow the stream of grants our
community can expect to receive year after year.
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In 2021 we granted $211,043. OCF helps keep money in Oxford, and we bring
new money to Oxford. $60,625 of the total was thanks to our partnership
with Community Foundation of Canada and the Government of Canada’s
Healthy Communities Initiative.
During 2021, four new funds were established. Dennis and Joan
Vollmershausen set up a fund to benefit many community initiatives.
The Thamesford Lawn Bowling Club wound up operations, and with some
of their remaining funds set up a fund to benefit residents of Thamesford.
The Norwich Township Community Fund was started with an anonymous
donation. And Doug Vincent provided the first contribution to establish
the emerging Rural Oxford Fund. Also, one emerging fund, the Oxford
County Library Fund, reached granting status. And finally, an Oxford
County resident has established a fund to be activated with a donation
upon their death.
As well, recognizing the power of endowment for endless growth and giving,
our existing fundholders continue to grow their funds and along with this
their impact. To all of our donors both large and small, a sincere thanks.
You are helping to make Oxford better now and forever. We are especially
grateful for the operating donations that so many of you generously provide
in addition to adding to your fund.
We owe a great deal to our dedicated staff and volunteer board and
committee members. It’s impossible to imagine how many hours the
volunteers donate to help make OCF and our community better.
Our staff, board and volunteers work well together. One example is the
Warden’s Charity Golf Tournament. OCF has been fortunate to have
the support of our Wardens past and present. The proceeds from the
tournament are essential in supporting our operations. This event involves
an enormous amount of work from our staff, board and volunteers. We
are grateful for the support of the Warden, our sponsors and golfers. Last
year’s tournament at Craigowan Golf Club was one of our most successful
ever, and it was a lot of fun for everyone. We are looking forward to the next
tournament on Friday, September 23, 2022, at The Oxford Hills.
With your help, we will continue to focus on our key initiatives; granting to
make the best impact and building new and larger endowments. Together we
are helping to make Oxford a better place for all.

Bill Mackesy
Chair, Board of Directors

Louise Wardrop
Executive Director

Staff:

A member of:

Rosaline Bruyns,
Office & Grants
Administrator
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Louise Wardrop,
Executive
Director

2021 ANNUAL REPORT

Community
Impact

Building a stronger community, together. Forever.
Oxford Community Foundation (OCF) has now
granted more than $1.2 million to over 115 charitable
organizations supporting local initiatives.
OCF grant recipients cover all aspects of a vibrant
community. In 2021, we distributed $211,043 in grants
to 40 organizations plus 14 student awards.
OCF was honoured to bring new money to Oxford County
by partnering with Community Foundations of Canada and
the Government of Canada’s Healthy Communities Initiative
(HCI). Just over $60,000 was disbursed to community-led
organizations who created local, small-scale infrastructure
projects responding to the needs arising from COVID-19,
while building towards a more pandemic-resilient future.
Through the HCI program, OCF provided local grants for a
number of initiatives including a splash pad, garden grow
towers, community gardens and outdoor learning spaces.
In the following pages, we share pictures and stories of
these grants made possible by partnerships and you, our
donors and fundholders. We are truly inspired to have
so many generous supporters, each of whom is building a
stronger, more resilient community for everyone,
today and always.

INSIDE
2 Board of Directors
2 Leadership Message
3 Community Impact
12 Remembering Barry Smith
13 Heroes Among Us
14	
2021 Golf Tournament
15 Creating a Legacy with
		Impact
17	Financial Report
18	Founders’ & Builders’
Circle Recognition
19	Donor & Sponsor
Recognition
20	A salute to all the helpers!

3

A R T S , C U LT U R E & H E R I TAG E
Plattsville &
District Heritage
Society
Honouring the
greatest of sacrifices

Ingersoll Creative Arts Centre
Inspiring the art of sewing
$3,000 from the B&R George Cultural Fund and the
William & Mary Mackesy Community Fund is helping
to inspire and educate young sewers. Funds were
used to purchase six Janome sewing machines,
scissors, material and thread for their modern
sewing classes for young adults 12+.

K2K Productions
Developing community and skills in theatre
$15,500 from the Dennis and Joan Vollmershausen
Family Fund supported K2K Productions in
mentoring and coaching students in grades 2-12
in theatre.
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$480 from the
Joland Family
Fund helped to
clean and restore
the Chesterfield
Cenotaph which
was erected in 1920
to commemorate
those who fought
in WWI, WWII, the Korean War and most recent,
Tyler Todd who died in the Afghanistan War.

Remembering Our Heritage
$160 from the Joland Family Fund supported
the maintenance of the Evergreen Cemetery
in Lynedoch.
$500 from the Ross & Fran McElroy Fund
supported the upkeep of the Presbyterian
Cemetery in Woodstock.

ENVIRONMENT
Canadian Wildlife Federation Inc.

Thames Talbot Land Trust

Supporting wildlife and habitat conservation

Protecting wildlife and healthy communities

$400 from the Dennis and Joan Vollmershausen
Family Fund supported wildlife and habitat
conservation in Oxford County for the use and
enjoyment of all.

$1,800 from the
Stevens Fund
helped support
the permanent
protection of
Ross’s Woods, an
important wildlife
refuge, part of the
178.8 ha Five Points
Woods Wetland Complex, near Ingersoll. Ross’s
Woods is an entirely wooded parcel that contains
a mixture of upland and swamp habitats which
supports many species of birds, amphibians,
turtles, dragonflies and other wildlife.

Ingersoll & District Nature Club
Enhancing trail safety and enjoyment
$900 from the Ken
& Lynda Whiteford
Fund supported the
reconstruction of the
main bridge and the
cutting of a new trail
at the north end of
Edwards Trail at the
Lawson Nature Reserve.

Oxford County Trails Council
Connecting people with the healing power of nature
$10,000 from the
Healthy Communities
Initiative Fund
in partnership
with Community
Foundations of
Canada is supporting
the construction of
a bridge for Hodge’s
Pond Trail.
$1,350 from the
Oxford Environmental, the Heroes Among Us and the
Ross & Fran McElroy Funds is helping fund several
initiatives including the installation of landscaping
and twin benches overlooking the Thames River
Wetlands, improving and regrading the 45th Line
entrance and parking lot, and creating a pollinator
garden adjacent to the trail on the eastern sand hills.

Zorra Recreation Advisory Committee
Providing gathering spaces with healthy and
delicious food
$9,000 from the
Healthy Communities
Initiative Fund
in partnership
with Community
Foundations of
Canada and the
Government of Canada supported the creation of
community gardens in 2021 in Harrington, Embro
and more to come in Thamesford in 2022. The Zorra
Community Gardens in Embro and Harrington
bring together groups of like-minded gardeners
to create, execute and maintain a garden within
their respective community. The Gardens, located
in a central and easily accessible place, benefit
their community through community engagement
and learning experiences that provide education
on sustainability,
habitats, and our
natural environment.
Many families
enjoyed fresh produce
over the season and
look forward to what
they can grow this
year!
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COMMUNITY & SOCIAL SERVICES
Big Brothers Big Sisters Oxford

Operation Sharing

Mentoring, building confidence and positive influences

Contributing to better relationships and days

$1,500 from the
Doug & Yvonne
Eckel and Henning
Hansen Memorial
Funds supported
SOAR (Social
Opportunities
Activities
Relationships) program activities, supplies, and
supervision for over 100 young people who are
waiting to be matched. Twenty young people and
their mentors were provided with the opportunity
to learn Karate in Ingersoll and Horseback riding
just outside of Woodstock. Seven youth, ages 9 to 17,
participated in the riding group dedicated to PRISM
kids (2SLGBTQIA+). Afraid of joining any group and
having others find out he is trans, one young boy
nervously agreed to participate
after discussions with
supportive and encouraging
staff. A mentor shared that he
and the other two youth talked
the entire car ride about their
gender identities and pronouns.
His mom shared, “The
horseback ridging group has
become a priority in our home.
He’s been so excited to meet
a friend who is also transgender and the two are
continuing their friendship outside of the group."

$8,350 from the
Operation Sharing
Agency Endowment
Fund and the Frank
& Marion Smith
Fund, provided
funding for services
and programs
that challenge the
stigmas surrounding
poverty. Supports allow community members
to maintain their dignity and choice, while
simultaneously providing them with tactile skills
developed in a community environment. They’re
creating long-term skills that facilitate
self-sufficiency.

United Way Oxford
Opening up new opportunities for a better future
$1,000 from the Lessif Family Fund supported the
Supplies 4 Students program. Education is a game
changer and provides pathways out of poverty for
children and youth. Back to school is an expensive
time of year, and for far too many families in
Oxford County, those additional costs are an
unbearable burden. The program provided supports
for 955 grade JK to 12 students in September 2021.
$3,000 from Dennis and Joan Vollmershausen
Family Fund supported services and programs
provided by United Way Oxford.
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$1,000 from the Dennis and Joan Vollmershausen
Family Fund supported the Christmas Place, helping
to provide a better Christmas for 325 families and
781 children in Oxford County in 2021.

Southgate Senior Centre
Providing healthy food for seniors
$11,100 from
the Maple Leaf
Community
Fund honouring
Harvey & Erma
Beaty funded
the purchase
of a threedoor freezer
for the Local
Roots Food program which supports seniors
seeking healthy affordable food. “It’s like Christmas
everyday when I open the new freezers,” shared
Kristin Burke, Assistant Cook. “With the extra
freezers absolutely nothing goes to waste in our
kitchen which really helps us keep our costs down
and our prices low. We are finally able to stay
ahead of the increased demand for meals from our
community.”

COMMUNITY & SOCIAL SERVICES
Women's Employment Resource Centre
Supporting food rescue and distribution
$6,910 from the Maple Leaf Community Fund
honouring Harvey & Erma Beaty was used to
purchase fridges, freezers, totes and a cart for
the Food Forward Oxford Program. With these
purchases, the food coalition has been able to
rescue larger food donations and store them prior to
distribution. This program helps those who are food
insecure access food and reduce their food costs.

H E A LT H & W E L L N E S S
Diabetes Canada

Alzheimer Society Southwest Partners

Offering youth a better quality of life

$6,250 from the Vollmershausen Family Fund
helped provide counselling, care partner education,
support groups and therapeutic recreation
programs to 1,007 active clients throughout Oxford
County. Supporting
a vulnerable
population meant
that many of
programs and
services were
delivered virtually
during the pandemic.
Adapting program
delivery ensured
clients received the
support they need
while observing
changing public
health guidelines.

$1,900 from the William & Mary Mackesy Community
Fund and the Ken & Lynda Whiteford Fund helped
to cover the cost of children attending D-Camp.
D-Camps empower children and youth with type
1 Diabetes to learn real life skills in managing and
maintaining their mental, physical and emotional
health despite restrictions they face due to diabetes.

Tillsonburg Multi Service Centre
Developing volunteers for valuable programs
$1,200 from the
Alabastine-Wilkinson
Family Fund
enhanced the
volunteer development
efforts (recruitment,
orientation, training,
etc.) of the Meals on
Wheels program. This
helps meet the growing
needs of the hot and
frozen food program
for seniors and adults
living with disabilities
in Oxford County.
An additional three new volunteers joined the 21
active volunteers delivering this valuable service.
This program impacts the health and nutrition of
approximately 50 clients daily for hot meals and
approximately 20 clients weekly with frozen foods.

7

EDUCATION
Children’s Aid Society Oxford

Oxford County Library

Helping children, youth, and families be safe,
strong, and connected

Providing healthy spaces and food education

Disbursements from the Children’s Aid Society
Oxford Agency Endowed Fund included $8,000 for
bursaries for six students attending post-secondary
institutions. In addition, $14,187 was dispersed
for 35 Chrome Books and headsets for Kin Service
Children (ages 4-17) to support remote schoolwork.

Junior Achievement Southwestern Ontario
Impacting future dreams and outcomes
$1,300 from the William & Mary Mackesy Community
Fund supported two JA Economics for Success
programs for 54 Grade 8 students in Oxford
County. Students learned the advantages of staying
in school, as well as what’s needed to succeed in
today’s workforce. Students also created a budget
for living on their own and explored strategies for
success so that they could see the link between
education and achieving their goals.

Strong Start Charitable Organization
Inspiring young learners
$2,700 from the William & Mary Mackesy Community
Fund went to Letters, Sounds and Words Program
materials. The program, offered in elementary
schools by trained volunteers, is a fun and engaging
way to help young children acquire the essential
literacy skills needed to be confident and successful
learners.
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$31,265 from the Healthy Communities Initiative
Fund in partnership with Community Foundations
of Canada and the Government of Canada,
supported the revitalization of the playground
area in Tillsonburg's Library Park’s outdoor
learning classroom.
$2,690 from the Maple Leaf
Community Fund honouring
Harvey & Erma Beaty funded
the purchase of grow towers for
the Ingersoll and Tillsonburg
Libraries. Programs offered
throughout the year connect
the Seed Library to the Grow
Towers with food education and
engage families with planting,
harvesting and cooking
workshops.

Tillsonburg Senior Centre
Expanding offerings and connections
$500 from the Alabastine-Wilkinson Family Fund
covered access fees for an expanded on-line video
library. The offering now includes a series of short
educational and inspirational videos on practical
topics by motivational speaker Michael C. Lewis.
These videos were also used for well-being and
mental health programming, followed by lunch
hour discussions.

EDUCATION
Student awards

The $500 Tyler Arts Spirit Award was presented to
Kailey Moffatt, IDCI. Kailey participated in back-toback volleyball seasons where she played whichever
position was asked of her. Kailey stepped into
the role of setter, which was entirely selfless, but
supported her team. Her competitiveness and ability
on the court reminded her coach of Tyler. They both
did all they could for their teammates and Kailey is
described as the best teammate to have.
Oxford Manufacturers Skill Development Bursary
recognizes students who
demonstrate an aptitude for
mechanical or applied skills as
well as community or school
involvement. A $1,500 bursary
was awarded to Dominik
Wojtas from St. Mary’s Catholic
Secondary School. Dominik is
enrolled in the Mechatronics
Engineering program at the
University of Waterloo.
The Pat & Barry Smith Fund awarded two bursaries
recognizing graduates from Oxford County
rural communities for their leadership skills and
community involvement. $500 was awarded to
Breanna Egan, a WCI grad who is enrolled in the
Concurrent Ed program at Queen’s University,
Sydney Hooper, a CASS grad who is enrolled in
the Bachelor of Arts in Honours Psychology at the
University of Guelph also received $500.

The Hawkins Memorial Fund was established by
the community in remembrance of the family who
was “always ready, willing, and able to help those in
need and could often be found volunteering with
big, welcoming grins on their faces.” Each year,
three students are recognized for their community
involvement, respect for others and moral courage.
In 2021, the $50 Jordan Hawkins Bursary was
awarded to Emily Muirhead from St. Michael’s
Elementary School. The $250 Cassandra Hawkins
Bursary was awarded to Mykhailo Khakhula from
St. Mary’s High School. Josh Underwood from IDCI
received the $250 Laurie Hawkins Memorial Bursary.

The Lorna & George Roberts
Fund awarded a bursary of
$2,000 to Aidan Simpson from
CASS. Each year a bursary is
awarded to a student who excells
in leadership skills and who is
furthering their education at
either The Ontario Agricultural
College at the University of
Guelph and/or the Department
of Family Relations and Applied Nutrition in the
College of Social & Applied Human Sciences at the
University of Guelph.
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SPORTS & RECREATION
Township of Zorra
Fostering community gathering and play
$10,000 was awarded to the Zorra Splash Committee
from the Healthy Communities Initiative Fund
in partnership with Community Foundations of
Canada and the Government of Canada. The Embro
community can anticipate coming together and
staying active and cool in their new splash pad in
2022.

$2,143 was granted
to the Township from
the Thamesford Lawn
Bowling Club Fund
to offer free public
skating each Sunday
at the Thamesford
District Recreation
Centre. This has
provided opportunities
to families in the
community to access
recreation without the
burden of expensive
costs and equipment. Skating is a popular pastime
for all ages and abilities. One resident shared,
“Coming to the Community Centre has been a great
way to meet with friends and family to enjoy an
activity together.”
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Woodstock Minor
Hockey
Introducing youth to the
game of hockey
$450 from the Hawkins
Memorial Fund in
memory of Richard
Hawkins supports
the Just Try It hockey
program offered through
Woodstock Minor
Hockey. These fun-filled sessions help new hockey
players develop positive playing attitudes and foster
an enjoyment of hockey as a lifetime sport and
hobby. The funding provides the children with ice
time, lunch, and equipment that they can keep if
they decide to join a hockey league in the fall.

Ingersoll & District Minor Hockey
Providing opportunities
$1,500 from the Tyler Arts Legacy Fund and $3,098
from the Canada Summers Game Fund were used
to provide children from families with limited
financial resources the opportunity to play hockey,
to learn new skills and have fun making new
connections. The award from the Tyler Arts Legacy
Fund covered registration fees and the award from
the Canada Summers Game Fund purchased hockey
equipment and other items needed to play.

And more...
$3,500 from the Dr. Patricia Brown Memorial
Fund was disbursed to the Knox Presbyterian
Church to help refurbish the ramp at the
Church. The ramp allows for safe handicap
access to the church for Knox members and
for those coming to the church from the
community to enjoy concerts and events.
Additional disbursements were made from donor designated funds including the Joland Family
Fund, the Ross & Fran McElroy Fund and the Dennis & Joan Vollmershausen Family Fund to the
following organizations:
• ALS Society of Canada
• Beginnings Family Services & Pregnancy Care Centre
• Grand Erie District School Board
• English Language Institute China Society (ELIC Canada)
• The Fraser Institute
• Ingamo Family Homes
• Innerkip Presbyterian Church
• Ivey Business School
• Osteoporosis Canada
• Terry Fox Foundation
• VON Oxford Sakura House
• Woodstock Hospital Foundation
• Woodstock Soccer Club
• Youth Unlimited YFC Woodstock
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WE REMEMBER A FUNDHOLDER

Barry Smith
We were saddened to learn of
Barry’s passing on November 2,
2021. Barry was a loving family
man and a hardworking farmer
all of his life. He was extremely
proud of the leadership role his
late wife Pat played in creating
Oxford Community Foundation
(OCF.) Most conversation with Barry started with an
update about his granddaughters and ended with an
opportunity for how we could grow OCF and how we
could best support the community he so loved.
Barry’s daughters Michelle and Julie recently
reflected: “Both Mom and Dad often spoke about
leadership opportunities that they had as young
people in Oxford County. These included a National
4H trip to Ottawa for Dad, CGITs for Mom, their
experiences together in Oxford County Junior
Farmers where they met! Both Mom and Dad believed
in the adage that from those to whom much is given,
much is expected. They recognized the gifts they had
been given and were steadfast about giving back to
their community throughout their lives. Mom often
spoke of giving young people both “Roots and Wings”.
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As they grew up, they planted their roots firmly in
Oxford County. They would always be connected to
their home. But they also developed wings, to fly as
adults and unleash the possibilities and promise that
their lives held. These are some of the reasons that
Mom and Dad started the Pat and Barry Smith Fund;
to help young Oxford County students spread their
wings and remind them that their roots were firmly
planted in Oxford."
To date, bursaries from the Fund have been awarded
to 27 Oxford County rural students with leadership
abilities and potential. Barry liked to hear from the
students and I remember him beaming when reading
one recipient’s letter from 2018. Ashlyn Kernaghan
of Brownsville wrote, “Your generosity has inspired
me to help others and give back to the community. I
hope one day I will be able to help students achieve
their goals just as you have helped me.”
We are eternally grateful for all Barry and Pat have
done to create and support OCF. They will be missed.
We take comfort and pride in knowing that their
legacy will live on – forever.

RECOGNIZING OUR HEROES AMONG US
The Heroes Among Us Fund was established in late 2019. It was
inspired by the thousands of selfless, caring actions carried out
every day by ordinary people making Oxford a better place.
Our unsung heroes will live on forever through ongoing
annual grants supporting their interests and our community’s
ever-changing needs. The fund is gaining awareness and popularity
with each nomination and contribution – big or small – recognizing
either a living hero or one that has been lost.
We remember our first Heroes:
•

Jeff Brooks for being a loyal, supportive friend and mentor

•

Eleanor Elliott for being a kind and caring neighbour and friend

•

Dale Fanset for smiling and laughing often, for spreading comfort and joy

•

Sam Horton for being an inspiration and an instigator of good things

•

Deb Landon for unconditionally sharing her caring heart and great warm smile

•

Jean Elizabeth Matheson for her positive attitude and being an inspiration

•

Robert M. Matheson for his generosity to community and family

•

Claude Normandeau for his devotion to his beloved family and city of Montreal

•

Eleanore Wardrop for her kindness, positivity and amazing raspberry tarts

We are proud to share this story about this year's Hero
Teun DeBeers
In 2021, we add Teun DeBeers to the list of our Heroes Among Us. Teun left us far too early
on November 7, 2021, one day after his 43rd birthday. Teun will be remembered for his strong
mindset and for never giving up. He was a dedicated and loving family man and was proud of
his Dutch heritage. He was passionate about the dairy industry and a valuable Oxford Dairy
Committee member. Teun was also a member of the Woodstock Dutch theatre group where
he was either on stage or helping out behind the scenes.

WA N T TO N O M I N AT E A H E RO ?
Contact us or go to our website to find out how.
info@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org or 226-667-6404
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2021 WARDEN’S ANNUAL

Golf Tournament
THANK YOU for supporting Oxford Community Foundation at the
2021 Oxford County Warden’s Charity Golf Tournament held on
Wednesday, September 29th, at Craigowan Golf Club.

We were thrilled that even in a year that challenged so many organizations and
individuals, you came out! You provided your support through sponsorship, prizes and by
attending a fun day of golf and comradery.
The proceeds of this tournament are crucial for us. Over $30,000 was raised to support
Oxford Community Foundation operations. These funds help make it possible for us
to distribute grants, for all the initiatives you are reading about in this report. You
help us keep money in Oxford and you help us bring new money to Oxford. You help
make Oxford a better place for all, now and forever. Your support and that of the many
volunteers who helped make this day a success is greatly appreciated.
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CREATING A LEGACY WITH IMPACT

Customized Options Make
Creating Your Legacy Easy
Oxford Community Foundation (OCF) helps people leave a personalized, lasting legacy in Oxford County, to make
it a better place. We make it easy, working with you to develop a fund that meets your timelines and provides you
with your desired degree of impact and involvement. And we protect your legacy by investing and granting wisely.
We’ll help you establish a Fund that becomes your personal legacy of giving - forever.

New Funds
During 2021, four new funds were established and
one was fully funded, reaching granting status.
Last year, we received an anonymous donation to
establish the Norwich Township Community Fund.
This hyper local fund managed by OCF will support
aspects of the community that are not traditionally
covered within the township budget process. Each
year, a community member will help to inform
residents of the fund and participate as an advisor
in the grant application process. Examples of
initiatives that have received funding from similar
funds in other communities include new playground
equipment, shade structure, walking trail,
community garden, arts or recreation programs, and
upgrades to a sports facility.
When contemplating retirement from Oxford
County Library after over 22 years and almost
16 as CEO, Lisa Miettinen decided to create the
Oxford County Library Fund. The emerging donor
designated fund, built over time, has now reached
granting status. Lisa shared, “I’m excited to support
our libraries through this fund each and every year.
I have been so fortunate to be part of such a truly
remarkable library system, and am pleased to be
able to give back as my way of saying thanks. For
many, the public library is a source of entertainment
and information. For others, it is an instrument of
connection. For a steadily growing number of people
within our communities, though, it is a lifeline.”

We're making it easy! This is a key reason why
Dennis and Joan Vollmershausen established a donor
advised flow through fund at OCF. Supporting others
and their community has always been important
for the family. The Dennis & Joan Vollmershausen
Family Fund at OCF is like having their own private
foundation. The fund allows the Vollmershausens to
continue giving back and choosing which charities
to support each year without all the work and costs
associated with a private foundation.
The Thamesford Lawn Bowling Club established a
fund following the closure of the Club and the sale
of Club property. For years to come, grants from
the fund will support the work of the Thamesford
Lion’s Club and provide residents with free ice
skating weekly at the Thamesford Rec Centre.
Additional grants will be made each fall in support of
initiatives supporting Thamesford and its residents.
The Club may have closed, however it’s support for
the Thamesford community will live on – forever,
through the Thamesford Lawn Bowling Club Fund at
OCF.
When the concept for a rural fund was shared with
Doug Vincent, he didn’t hesitate to become the first
contributor to the emerging Oxford Rural Community
Fund. Rural residents are deeply rooted and
grounded in their community and place a high value
on helping their communities thrive. This fund was
created with the purpose of supporting a prosperous
and healthy way of life in rural Oxford – forever. If
you are interested in knowing more or playing a part
in the fund’s development and growth, please contact
OCF at lwardrop@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org
or 226-667-6404.
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CREATING A LEGACY WITH IMPACT
Existing Funds

Donor Advised Fund:

We are truly inspired to have so many forwardthinking and generous donors and fundholders
each of whom is building a stronger, more resilient
community for everyone, today and always. Please
see below for a list of OCF funds and fundholders.

Functioning like a private foundation, a donoradvised fund allows you to choose which charities
and initiatives to support each year.

Community Funds:
You leave it up to us and our grants committee
to ensure the community’s most pressing needs
are supported. We fund all aspects of community
well-being — arts and culture, education, the
environment, health and wellness, heritage,
recreation, and social services. You can trust the
Foundation to find the groups that need money
the most.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Founders’ Circle Fund
Builders’ Circle Fund
Alabastine-Wilkinson Family Fund
Dolson Family Fund
Doug & Yvonne Eckel Fund
Henning Hansen Memorial Fund
The Heroes Among Us Fund
Jean Matheson Heroes Fund
Norwich Township Community Fund
Donald Post Fund

Field of Interest Fund:
On your behalf, our grants committee will target
gifts to address a community issue in an area
important to you.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tyler Arts Legacy Fund
Hawkins Family Memorial Fund
Oxford Environmental Fund
Oxford Manufacturers Skill Development Fund
George & Lorna Roberts Fund
Pat & Barry Smith Fund
WDDS Rosemary George Fund

•
•
•
•
•
•

B&R George Cultural Fund
Lessif Family Fund
William & Mary Mackesy Community Fund
Stevens Fund
Ken & Lynda Whiteford Fund
Dennis & Joan Vollmershausen Family Fund

Donor Designated Fund:
You select your favourite charities, and we ensure
they are supported, forever.
•
•
•
•

Dr. I. Patricia Brown Fund
Ross & Fran McElroy Fund
Oxford County Library Fund
Frank & Marion Smith Fund

Flex Fund:
Offers you the flexibility to meet your unique needs
by combining one or more fund types.
•
•

Joland Family Fund
Thamesford Lawn Bowling Legacy Fund

Registered Charity Fund:
Allows registered charities to create their own
endowment, building a sustainable source of
funding. This allows the community to contribute
to the fund and the organizations to concentrate on
their community mission knowing that funding is
available each year.
•
•

Children’s Aid Society Oxford
Endowment Fund
Operation Sharing Endowment Fund

Gift in Will or Other Planned Gift:
You can also make a commitment that allows
you to support your favourite causes even after
you are gone. Including a charitable bequest in
your Will or through a life insurance policy is a
simple way to make a lasting gift that will live on
in your community.
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To start your giving journey today, please contact us at:
lwardrop@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org or 226-667-6404

2021 FINANCIAL & INVESTMENT REPORT

2021 was a significant year in grants & donations
In 2021 our community continued to
witness the devastating impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite this, we saw
a significant year for the Foundation both
in grants and donations thanks to the
support of our generous donors.
In keeping with our commitment
to financial accountability and
transparency, financial statements
prepared by Micacchi Warnick and
Company (MW&CO) are available
by contacting the office at info@
oxfordcommunityfoundation.org
or 226-667-6404.
Our stakeholders can depend on us
to be a transparent, professional and
accountable stewards of gifts received.
Donor gifts are pooled and investment
management is provided by the
London Community Foundation. This
arrangement helps us maximize growth
and minimize costs. The relationship is
re-evaluated annually by OCF’s Finance
and Investment Committee.
The Foundation’s investment program
is focused on generating returns that
allow OCF to meet its granting objectives,
recover operating costs, protect the
purchasing power of the capital, and
establish a reserve to protect against
potential market declines.

Asset Allocation of Investment Fund:
OCF is a long-term investor and believes the asset mix ensures
we can continue to impact our community in a positive and
meaningful way.

10%

GRANTED IN 2021:

$211,043

Fixed Income
(Target 20-30%)

19.6%

International Equity
(Target 15-25%)

20.9%

26.6%

Canadian Equity
(Target 15-25%)

U.S. Equity
(Target 20-30%)

Summary of Statement of Operations and Fund Balances
Year Ended December 31, 2021.
OCF continues to be focused on sound management and strong
governance. Operating costs as a percentage of average asset
value has been commonly used by community foundations as an
indicator of efficiency. OCF continues to meet the benchmark for
foundations of similar asset size.

TOTAL ASSETS
Operating Expense as % of
Total Assets
Investment Returns Net of Fees
Donations and Fundraising

2021

2020

$2,400,324

$1,826,824

4.9%

5.4%

12.2%

5.5%

$562,246

$209,580

$2,085,797

$1,540,417

$171,306

$162,169

$30,607

$27,651

$2,287,710

$1,730,237

$126,980

$49,105

$84,063

$306,735

$211,043

$355,840

FUNDS BALANCE
Endowed funds (community,
individual, agency)

TOTAL AMOUNT

23%

Canadian Real Estate
(Target 5-15%)

Operating Funds (Founders & Builders Funds)
Funds held on behalf of other parties
Total Fund Balance
GRANTS & DISBURSEMENTS
OCF Grants (Keeping money in Oxford)
Partnership Grants (Bringing money to Oxford)
Total Grants
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FOUNDERS’ & BUILDERS’ CIRCLE

Creating a Strong Foundation
The Community Foundation movement celebrated it’s 100th year in
Canada in 2021. This movement has grown to more than 191 Community
Foundations across the country, all driving local solutions on issues that
matter most in our communities.
Oxford Community Foundation (OCF) creators brought together a group
of people passionate about making Oxford a better place for all. Their
efforts paid off and OCF obtained charitable status in December 2003.
Each of our Founders and Builders, listed below, initially pledged $2,000
to help cover general operating costs. We are grateful for their dedication
and financial commitment. They provided us with the stability from
which to grow.
Over time, several of our Founders and Builders established their own
funds, amplifying their legacy and positive impacts in our community.

Founding & Building
Member Endowment
Funds

Founders’ Circle Fund
Members

Dr. Don & Lisa Miettinen

Anonymous Donor

(year established)

Joan Bartlett

Tanya Murray

Alabastine-Wilkinson Family
Fund (2005)

Jeff & Kelly Cole

Douglas & Yvonne Eckel Fund
(2006)
B&R George Cultural Fund
(2006)
Joland Family Fund (2006)

Bryon Dorey & Bettianne
Hedges
Edward Down
John B. Finlay & Mary Anne
Silverthorn

David & Helen Ness-Jack
Barbara Newell
Dr. Maria & Joseph Odumodu
James Palmer
Bill & Jane Paquette
Ken & Dianne Parnell

Ernie Hardeman

POW Laboratories Inc.
Dr. Leonard Reeves

Pat & Barry Smith Fund (2007)

Michael Harding & Terry
Chisholm

Scotiabank

Ken & Lynda Whiteford Fund
(2007)

Harvey Hunt

Betty & Bill Semeniuk

Ross & Fran McElroy Fund
(2009)

Shirley Julian

Grant Smith

George Klosler Sr.

Evan Soloman & Tammy
Quinn

Lessif Family Fund (2007)

Hawkins Family Memorial
Fund (2010)

Gene & Phyllis Lawrence
Paul & Heidi LeRoy

James & Louise Stewart
Don & Beth Taylor

William and Mary Mackesy
Community Fund (2018)

David & Sherry Lowes
David & Lynda MacKenzie

Ted & Mary Thorn

Donald Post Fund (2020)

Rev. Harry & Camilla
MacPherson

Bill Van Haeren
Adalene Weaver

Camelea Mason Holdings

Wingate Raiders IODE

Carol Martis

Gerry Wormwald in memory
of Dora Wormwald

Jim & Linda McNamara
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Jeff Mitchell

Builders’ Circle Fund
Members
Edward Down
Paul & Mary Ellen Edwards
Keith & Fran Hudson
George Klosler Sr.
Estate of Marjorie Lowe
David & Lynda MacKenzie
Dr. Don & Lisa Miettinen
Tanya Murray
David & Helen Ness-Jack in
memory of Paul T. Ness-Jack
Dr. Harry Parrott
POW Engineering
Dr. Leonard Reeves
Bill & Betty Semeniuk
Mary Anne Silverthorn
Don & Beth Taylor

RECOGNIZING OUR DONORS & SPONSORS

Our Sincere Thanks
To each and every OCF donor and fundholder: we hope you know
how much you mean to us and the community you support!
Sincere thanks for the generosity of the individuals, families and
organizations listed below who made a gift of $100 or more in 2021.
1242643 Ontario Inc

PPA Engineering

AgriDon

Premier Equipment Ltd

Angie Vanbesien

RBC Wealth Management

Annonymous

Red Barn Berries & Veggies

AP Hurley Construction Ltd

Rosemary & Brian George

Bernice Marsland

Ross & Fran McElroy

Bertha Sovran

Shannon Ness-Jack

Beth & Don Taylor

Shanta Dege

Betty & Bill Semeniuk

Sierra Group of Companies

Bill & Mary Mackesy

South Easthope Mutual Ins

Bossy Nagy Group

StoneLodge Farm

Brian & Rosemary George

Suzanne Conroy

BrokerLink

TA7 Memorial Fundraiser

Carpet One Floor & Home

Thamesford Lawn Bowling Club

Cedar Signs Inc

Thompson Landscaping

CJDL Engineers

Tirecraft Ingersoll

Township of Norwich

Tom & Sylvia Mayberry

David & Lynda MacKenzie

Tom Leitch

Dennis & Joan Vollmershausen

Town of Tillsonburg

Dennison Family Foundation

TransArctic Canada

Don Post

Unifor Local 88

Douglas Vincent

Verna Cuthbert

Dubois Honda

Verspeeten Cartage Ltd

E & E McLaughlin

Zorra Township

With immense gratitude, we recognize the
support of our major corporate partners
and sponsors listed below.

Edward Down
ERTH Corp

Gifts were made in fond
memory of:

Execulink Telecom

Al Forester

Farm Credit Canada

Barry & Pat Smith

Forsyth Plumbing & Heating Inc.

Barry Smith

Harvey & Linda Fishleigh

Bill Cesney

Hawkins Electric Inc

Bob Matheson

Heartland Farm Mutual

Claude Normandeau

Heather & Kevin Baks

Cliff Hanzel

Heather Paton

Dale Fanset

Ian Stevens

Dave & Helen Ness-Jack

Inga Hansen

Doug & Yvonne Eckel

Intact Public Entities

Eleanor Elliott

Janet Wilkinson

Fred Curry

Julie Smith

George Lethbridge

Karen Sample & Doug Matheson

Hazel Powell

Keith Stevens

Henning Hansen

Ken & Dianne Parnell

Jean Matheson

Ken & Lynda Whiteford

Jim Cruise

Laura Hilton

Jim Hass

Lisa Miettinen

Mike Bragg

Louise & Rick Wardrop

Tyler Arts

Elizabeth Pirie

Mackie Hospitality Inc O/A Crabby
Joe's
Marinus & Cathy Arts

Gift were made with
congratulations to:

Oxford County Junior Farmers

Melissa & Kirby

Paul & Maureen Weiler
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A salute to all the helpers!

When I look back on the year, what inspires me are the people I have the privilege to work with in the
charitable and non-profit sector. From youth camps, seniors’ clubs, to museums, art galleries, shelters
and mental health supports, our charities and non-profits are essential. They contribute to strong and
healthy neighbourhoods. Even if you haven’t directly accessed programs and services, charities and
non-profits are working on issues you care about such as climate change, education, equality, food
insecurity, poverty and homelessness, to name a few.
And yet, like so many others, the pandemic has been challenging for this sector. The Ontario
Nonprofit Network (ONN) conducted a survey last year which clearly identified demand for its’
services and programs increased, while revenues decreased.
Yet, we also saw amazing strength and resilience. In Oxford County, we saw this sector pivot and
flex and we saw a strengthening of local coalitions made up of cross functional organizations and
groups working together to help solve tough issues, such as poverty, homelessness, youth education
and equality.
These coalitions and our charitable and non-profit sector are crucial to our communities and
they’re doing great work. What you may not know is that this sector is also a huge economic driver.
It accounts for 8.7% of Canada’s GDP and employs 2.5 million people, which is more than the mining,
oil and gas sector, or agriculture, transportation and retail. Additionally, 13 million volunteers give
close to 2 billion hours per year. That’s equal to 860,000 full time jobs when you consider an average
volunteer contributes 2.5 hours per week.
This sector is also crucial to our recovery, and our wellbeing. Everywhere, including right here in
Oxford County, we’re seeing the impacts of higher demands and lower revenues. We see it at OCF. We’re
seeing more OCF grant requests asking for operating dollars and for support of volunteer recruitment
and training programs. Even before the pandemic, according to the Oxford County well-being survey,
this sector was struggling to attract enough capable and committed volunteers. The survey showed
Oxford County experienced lower levels of volunteerism than the average community in Ontario.
If our charitable and non-profit sector isn’t doing well, our communities are not doing well.
This may lead you to ask, “how can we improve, or how can I help?” We know you care deeply about
your community and we are grateful. You, our volunteers and donors are crucial to our charitable
organizations and the communities we serve. You are truly the epitome of our founder Pat and her
husband Barry Smith’s adage, “that from those to whom much is given, much is expected.” Now more
than ever we ask you to continue and we ask others to join us.
Together we make Oxford better, an Oxford where no one is left behind.

Louise Wardrop, Executive Director
lwardrop@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org
226-667-6404

oxfordcommunityfoundation.org
Oxford Community Foundation
447 Hunter St., Woodstock ON N4S 4G7
info@oxfordcommunityfoundation.org
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